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Welcome to our first Newsletter. We have already welcomed October and with the ‘%
onset of autumn, we hope this newsletter finds you in good health. We are publishing it *
in order to share ideas and information with all members, and to give notice of

forthcoming events. Thank you very much for your support.
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</ The Benkyokai Study Group
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The Benkyokai study-group
meetings are intended to
broaden our knowledge of topics
relating to Chado such as its
history, philosophy, utensils etc.
There have been a wide variety
of presentations so far. We have
also been privileged to listen to
special talks by guest
presenters.

These were held at The Daiwa
Foundation, usually on a
Thursday evening, from 7 to 8:30
pm. However, future ones will be
at the Japan Foundation, Russell
Square. If you are interested in
attending or presenting a topic,
please contact:
bxf02531@nifty.com

On the next page is a list of
presentations already given:




& /Benkyokai Presentations:
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2008 -6 J] 26 H
2009 43 J1 19 H
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“Chashitsu from the perspective of architecture” by Mr. Masaya Ohira
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“Restoration of historic Japanese paintings” by Mr. Keisuke Sugiyama
MR [FEHotRk] /"Typical elements in Roji" by Ms. Saho Murata
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F %32 W] KTBEY — B A R88 ] Yakimono — Japanese Pottery” by Mr. Koji Shiraya
ViRt [Fnsi v (Fif) J /"Wagashi 1” by Ms. Tomoko Takemura

AR T2k T2 / “Kireji” by Kimura sensei

AREF K [#TF] "Omotesenke” by Ms. Kazuko Maruo

YrktEn+- K¢ TR v~ (%#) J /"Wagashi 2” by Ms. Tomoko Takemura

R K ZHE TErERE] /"Satsumayaki” by Mr. Chin Jukan XV

by Mr. Kevin O’Duffy
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HHEEZEEES / Rikkyo School Chakai
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On Saturday November
7" Tankokai members
hosted a Chakai at Rikkyo
School, located amidst the
beautiful ~ West  Sussex
countryside.

With the help of five
students
Chado

members

from the school’s
Club,
served matcha

Tankokai

and hand-made higashi to
140 guests.

There were four Seki in
total as each Ryurei
presentation was made to a
year-group of students. The
first and youngest group
invited some English
students from a local school
to attend with them. Also on
display was a Chatsubo,
which still contained its tea

leaves, and an explanation.
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* It was my first time to see Chado. | was very
impressed when | saw tea being made. | was
surprised and wondered how you could turn the
bowl so well? Even though | never had matcha
before, it was delicious and | almost said: “one
more bowl please!” (Year 8 boy)

* It was my first experience. | have started to
have a little bit of interest in Chado because | now
know it is not too formal and rigid. (Year 10 boy)

% As a member of the Chado club, | have some
experience and used to find it very difficult
because all the details, such as how to move my
hands or the number of the steps to take, are
decided. But today’'s Temae was very smooth,
beautiful and courteous. It was a really good
guide for me. | thought that the origin of the
names of Japanese sweets were deep and
profound. The tea and sweets, were both really
lovely, but | wish | could have had Koicha as well.

(Year 10 girl)

* My biggest surprise was that foreign people
were wearing Kimono and practicing Chado. | am
very surprised to know that Chado is now widely
known by foreign people and is accepted by
them. |learned today that the spirit of Michi (the
way) gives profoundness in Chado, which is
simply making and serving tea, and enjoying it
with appreciation. | enjoyed this profoundness of
Chado, and became fascinated by Japanese

culture once again. (Year 11 boy)
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On Friday 17" September, forty members
attended a welcome party held for Machida Gyotei
sensei and Fushida Gyotei sensei at Miyama, a
Japanese restaurant in Mayfair. Fujii Yumiko san
organised a spectacular feast which we all enjoyed.

The two Gyotei sensei did a presentation and
lecture at the British Museum followed by a two-day
seminar in Greenwich. Our grateful thanks go to

Oiemoto and Daisosho for sending the two Sensei .

BWRESEEHESHESE / New Chairman of the Association
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Mr. Martin Barrow CBE has kindly agreed to
become Chairman of the Tankokai UK

Association.

“For those of you who don’t know me, I am
the “Welcome! Japan’ Honorary
Ambassador. | am well aware of the long
history of Urasenke in the UK and | am
pleased that a Tankokai Association is how
being established. I look forward to being
your Chairman and hope that, together, we

shall see the Association grow and flourish.”

Mr Barrow lived in Japan for a total of eight years
and has a Japanese wife. Although he is now
based in the UK, he continues to travel frequently
to the Far East as he is also a Director of

Malaysian Airlines.
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Tankokai members assisted at the following events
hosted by Urasenke UK this year:

- The Queen’s House Chakai on 17" April,

- Hammersmith Park Chakai on 23" May (in
commemoration of the 50" anniversary of
The Nippon Club),

- Special lecture and demonstration at the
British Museum on 17" September,

- Special Koshukai given by Machida gyotei
sensei and Fushida gyotei sensei on 18"
and 19" September (we have sent thank-you
letters and gifts to Hounsai Daisosho and
Zabosai Oiemoto, for kindly sending these
two Sensei to London).
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From 20™ to 28" July, Zabousai Oiemoto paid a visit
to Portugal In commemoration of the 150"
anniversary of the Japanese-Portuguese Treaty of
Amity and Commerce. Some of our members
participated in the events hosted by Urasenke

Konnichian.




) BT CTORRIEMRITITE/ Tea Presentation in Libya

TEY B7 BAKEAITAH 19.20 AIC R U AV 108 The Japanese Embassy in Libya has invited
s e e ~ N Urasenke to do a presentation in Tripoli, on 19 & 20
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AR ZRZE, K4 HOREN YA &7 Kimura Sensei and Miho, plus four members of
Ml d PETT, Tankokai UK, will travel to Tripoli to do the
presentation.

KRS EHESDIIE / Inauguration of the Tankokai UK Association
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Hounsai Daisosho will visit the United Kingdom in September 2011 to officially inaugurate Tankokai UK.

Further details will be given when known.
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Should you wish to contribute articles to the Newsletter, please forward them to: info@tankokai.co.uk, marked for the attention of the

‘Newsletter Editor’.
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